Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 9th March 2011 at 7.30 pm
 
 
Cathaoirleach:        Councillor Padraig McKenny
 
Other Members:     Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick,
Fintan Malone, Pearse McGeough, Jim Tenanty., 
Mary Kavanagh
 Officials:               Joe McGuinness, Town Manager, 

 
Miriam Roe, 
Town Clerk
                                           Sean O’Reilly, Act’g Senior Executive Engineer   
                                                            
                        
Apologies:               Dolores Minogue, Finnan McCoy
                                                                        
-------------------------------
 
 
MINUTE 15/11
 
Minutes
 
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 9th February 2011 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Malone.
 
Matters Arising
 
Cllr Tenanty congratulated the County Registrar for her response to improving facilities for people with reduced mobility at the Ardee Polling Station.
  
MINUTE 16/11
 
Ardee Castle
 
Cllr McKenny outlined some events which were being held in the castle over St Patricks Day and extended an invitation to all to attend a reception there after the parade. 
MINUTE 17/11
 
Town Twinning
 
Cllr McKenny outlined the programme of events for visit of the Nettuno Delegates and urged all Cllrs to attend as many events as possible.  
 Cllr Tenenty outlined plans to liaise with Nettuno in the year ahead to promote various events.  A meeting will be held on St Patricks Day to discuss participation in these future events.
 
MINUTE 18/11
 
Town Improvement Fund
 
It was agreed that TIF would continue sponsorship of prizes for the Improve Your Town Competition 2011.
  
MINUTE 19/11
 
Foster’s Monument
 
The previously circulated report by Angela Dullaghan was discussed.
 
Joe McGuinness advised that an assessment on the works to be carried out should be obtained and the matter progressed from there.
 
Cllr Malone referred to the condition of the monument of the Lone Soldier and that it should be included in the assessment.  This was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr McGeough.
 
Costings for signage at the Lone Soldier and Foster Monument sites to be brought back to the council.
 
  
MINUTE 20/11
 
Irish Walled Town Network
 
Cllr Malone outlined details of a meeting on 28/2/11 to discuss Ardee’s participation in National Walled Town Day which is to be held on Saturday 27th August.  Brendan McSherry, Heritage Officer, has submitted Ardee’s application for funding for this event.
 
 
MINUTE 21/11
 
Memorandum of Understanding
 
Cllr McKenny reported to the Council on the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between Newry & Mourne District Council and the Louth Local Authorities in Brussels.  This was proposed by Cllr McKenny and seconded by Cllr Kavanagh.
 
It was hoped that Mr Michael McCabe, Economic Development Officer would give a presentation at the next meeting.
 MINUTE 22/11
 
Managers Report on Submissions to the Proposed Material Alterations to the Draft Plan
 
The Cllrs held a discussion regarding the previously circulated Draft Plan.  Members were advised by Joe McGuinness that the plan must be adopted by Council before 13th April, 2011.
 
 
MINUTE 23/11
Notice of Motion from Other Councils
 
 
· Monaghan Town Council -  Supported 

  
MINUTE 24/11
 
Correspondence 
 
Ardee Community School Student Council
 
Invitation extended to all Councillors to attend the next meeting of Student Council on Tuesday 22nd March, at 12.45 in the Dalton Room.  
 
 MINUTE 25/11
 
AOB
 
Roadworks – Sean O’Reilly outlined the proposed works to take place on Main Street, Ardee from Market Square to Kells Road junction approx.
Works are also proposed to take place on the Drogheda Road, Ardee in the vicinity of Sliabh Breagh /  Cherrybrook.
The Mini roundabout at Fairgreen will also be repaired as part of the proposed Main Street works.
 
Potholes -  In response to Cllr Hatrick, Sean O’Reilly advised that the pothole on the Dundalk Road Roundabout is on the list of works to be carried out by the patching crew and the pothole would be repaired a.s.a.p.  The potholes at the Boat Trench are also on the list.
 
Available Funding – In response to Cllr Malone’s query regarding available funding for roads damaged over the winter months. Sean O’Reilly advised that the Mid Louth Area Office had received no additional funding for these roads. However if possible, the roads would be included in the proposed 2011 Road Works Programme that was going before Louth County Councillor’s for their approval. He also advised that the Town Councillor’s were welcome to view the approved 2011 Road Works Programme when it is approved.
 
Leak at Currabeg -  In response to Cllrs McGeoughs query about the leak at Currabeg Sean O’Reilly advised that the Water Services Section were aware of the leak and that it would be repaired a.s.a.p.
 
Elections -  Cllr Tenanty raised the issue of currently employed or retired officials working at the polling stations on election day when these people could be taken from the live register during this time of high unemployment.  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr McGeough and seconded by Cllr Tenanty to write to County Registrar to ask what mechanism is employed in the recruitment of people to work in polling stations on Election Day.
 

 In response to Cllr Tenentys query regarding people, especially those living in care homes, being removed from the electoral register, Joe    McGuinness stated that people in care would have a vote in the area they reside.  He also stated that it would be rare to be removed from the register without prior notification and agreed to investigate the matter.

 
Historical Material compiled by the late Vincent Farrelly -  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Farrelly, seconded by Cllr Tenanty, that a letter  should be sent to the Farrelly family, stating Ardee Town Councils interest in helping to preserve these artefacts.  

 

 Lands at Currabeg  -  Cllr Malone requested that 52 acres of HSE lands at Currabeg, which originally belonged to the people of Ardee and the hospital be preserved by a ministerial order.  It was requested that a deputation be sought with the Minister for Health to discuss same.

 

 Louth Local Authorities Sports Grant Scheme - An application form was  

     circulated to Cllrs to forward to any interested groups.

 
Tree Planting - Fairgreen  -  Cllr McGeough congratulated Ardee Tidy Towns Committee, Ardee Active Retirement Group and the Ardee Wheelchair Association on the tree planting ceremony which took place in the fairgreen on Tuesday 8th March.

 
Delegation to Nettuno -  It was agreed on the proposal of Cllr Tenanty, seconded by Cllr Farrelly that the 4 Delegates to visit Nettuno would be 
Cllr Kavanagh, Cllr Minogue and Cllr McKenny, Cllr Farrelly
 

    

 That concluded the meeting.
 
 Signed:       ____________________               Dated:           _____________
 
